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  News Release 
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STATE AWARDS FUTURE COLLEGE ASSESSMENT TO 

COLLEGE BOARD’S SAT FOR MICHIGAN STUDENTS 
 

 

January 7, 2015 

 

LANSING –- All Michigan high school juniors will begin taking the SAT as the state-

administered college assessment exam beginning in 2016 after the College Board won the 

three-year competitively-bid contract, the Michigan Department of Education  and 

Department of Technology, Management and Budget jointly announced today. 

The College Board administers the SAT, a globally-recognized college admission test that 

lets students show colleges what they know and how well they can apply that knowledge. It 

tests students’ knowledge of reading, writing and math — subjects that are taught every day 

in high school classrooms in Michigan.  

ACT, Inc. will continue to provide its WorkKeys assessment for all high school students. 

Both the college entrance assessment and work skills tests are required in state law to be 

provided free to all high school students, and each is periodically competitively bid through 

the state’s structured procurement process, as directed by the Department of Technology, 

Management and Budget (DTMB). 

 “The College Board’s SAT test is respected and used around the country,” said State 

Superintendent Mike Flanagan, “and Michigan high schools work with them now through 

their Advanced Placement program that helps students earn college credits while in high 

school. 

“Their bid was rated the highest; provides valuable assistance to Michigan educators, 

students, and parents; is more aligned to Michigan’s content standards; and saves the state 

millions of dollars over the course of the three-year contract,” Flanagan said. 

The College Board’s bid was $15.4 million less over the three-year contract than the next 

bidder and scored 10 percentage points higher by the Joint Evaluation Committee (JEC). In 

addition to staff from MDE and DTMB, the evaluation committee also included members 

representing the education community, including a high school principal; local school 

superintendent; a testing and assessment consultant from an intermediate school district; and 

a vice president from a Michigan community college. 
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Bill Barnes, principal at Charlotte High School and member of the JEC said: “The attention 

to detail with which the College Board created its proposal and the extensive resources that it 

will provide to schools and students to help them prepare for the test, make its college 

readiness assessment the best choice for Michigan.” 

Another member of the Joint Evaluation Committee, Jim Gullen, a data and evaluation 

consultant for the Macomb Intermediate School District, said: “After two days of review and 

discussion, there was no question that College Board put forth the best proposal. Considering 

the quality of College Board’s proposal, the value presented in the pricing, and our current 

legislation, it is a good time to transition to the SAT to assess Michigan’s high school 

students’ mastery of the Michigan curriculum.” 

Each year, the College Board helps more than seven million students prepare for a successful 

transition to college through programs and services in college readiness and college success 

— including the SAT and the Advanced Placement program. The organization also serves 

the education community through research and advocacy on behalf of students, educators and 

schools. 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is forming a team that will include the local, 

regional, and community college members of the Joint Evaluation Committee to assist in the 

transition to the SAT. In addition, the department will hold an onsite meeting with the 

College Board to discuss how it intends to positively affect the transition for Michigan 

schools, educators, parents, and students. 

 

In its successful bid, the College Board included the following value-added components that 

will benefit Michigan schools and families: 

 Beginning in Spring 2015, the College Board will provide all schools and students 

with free test prep materials and online practice tests to help students prepare for the 

redesigned SAT in 2016. 

 Professional Development 

o In-person and technology-based training for local test administrators, proctors, 

and technology coordinators 

o Professional development for teachers, students, and parents in understanding 

the new SAT and analyzing test results 

o Professional development for post-secondary enrollment professionals in 

using the data/resources for admissions and financial aid decisions 

 An updated and relevant assessment 

o Redesigned SAT beginning in 2016 

o Aligned to Michigan content standards, evidence-based design 

o Additional item types beyond multiple choice 

o New forms developed each year 

o Reports available online 

         Simplification and reduction of school staff effort to request testing accommodations 

o No need to reapply for testing accommodations if already approved for the 

Advanced Placement Program, or the PSAT testing for National Merit 

Scholarship Qualification Test 

 

The college entrance exam and work skills assessment are given free to approximately 

115,000 Michigan high school students each year. 
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ACT WorkKeys is a job skills assessment system that helps employers select, hire, train, 

develop, and retain a high-performance workforce.  This series of tests measures 

foundational and soft skills and offers specialized assessments to target institutional needs. 

As part of ACT's Work Readiness System, ACT WorkKeys has helped millions of people in 

high schools, colleges, professional associations, businesses, and government agencies build 

their skills to increase global competitiveness and develop successful career pathways. 

Successful completion of ACT WorkKeys assessments in Applied Mathematics, Locating 

Information, and Reading for Information can lead to earning ACT's National Career 

Readiness Certificate (ACT NCRC), a portable credential earned by more than 2.3 million 

people across the United States. 

Michigan high school students have taken the WorkKeys assessment since 2007.  Over 

413,000 Michigan students have received an NCRC credential. 

Although the contracts await final completion and approval of the State Administrative 

Board, the three-year contract for the college entrance assessment will cost approximately 

$17.1 million, and the three-year work skills assessment will cost approximately                  

$12.2 million. 

 

#   #   # 
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method, each correct answer will receive one point, and each incorrect 
answer will receive no points. This move to rights-only scoring, in which 
scores are based only on the number of questions test takers answer 
correctly, encourages students to give the best answer they have for every 
question without fear of being penalized for making their best effort. 

These changes have been made to make the test-taking process more 
straightforward for students, to remove from that process any extraneous 
test-taking strategies that are irrelevant to the achievement constructs being 
measured, and to help students use their time efficiently as they take the test. 

COMPARISON OF THE MAJOR FEATURES OF THE CURRENT SAT AND REDESIGNED SAT

 Category Current SAT Redesigned SAT 

Total Testing Time 

(Subject to research) 
3 hours and 45 minutes 3 hours (plus 50 minutes for the Essay [optional]) 

Components a) Critical Reading a) Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 
b) Writing » Reading Test 
c) Mathematics » Writing and Language Test 
d) Essay b) Math 

c) Essay (optional) 

Important Features » Emphasis on general reasoning » Continued emphasis on reasoning alongside a clearer, 
skills stronger focus on the knowledge, skills, and understandings 

» Emphasis on vocabulary, often in most important for college and career readiness and success 
limited contexts » Greater emphasis on the meaning of words in extended 

» Complex scoring (a point for a contexts and on how word choice shapes meaning, tone, 
correct answer and a deduction and impact 
for an incorrect answer; » Rights-only scoring (a point for a correct answer but no 
blank responses have no impact deduction for an incorrect answer; blank responses have 
on scores) no impact on scores) 

Essay » Required and given at the » Optional and given at the end of the SAT; postsecondary 
beginning of the SAT institutions determine whether they will require the Essay 

» 25 minutes to write the essay for admission 
» Tests writing skill; students take a » 50 minutes to write the essay 

position on a presented issue » Tests reading, analysis, and writing skills; students produce 
a written analysis of a provided source text 

Score Reporting » Scale ranging from 600 to 2400 » Scale ranging from 400 to 1600 
(Subject to research) » Scale ranging from 200 to 800 » Scale ranging from 200 to 800 for Evidence-Based Reading 

for Critical Reading; 200 to 800 
for Mathematics; 200 to 800 for 

and Writing; 200 to 800 for Math; 2 to 8 on each of three 
traits for Essay* 

Writing » Essay results reported separately 
» Essay results scaled to 

multiple-choice Writing 

Subscore Reporting None Subscores for every test, providing added insight for students, 
parents, admission officers, educators, and counselors 

*Combined score of two raters, each scoring on a scale of 1 to 4. 
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COMPARISON OF TEST LENGTH AND TIMING: CURRENT SAT AND REDESIGNED SAT 

Current SAT Redesigned SAT 

Component 

Critical Reading 

Writing 

Essay 

Mathematics 

Time Allotted 

(minutes) 

70 

60 

25 

70 

Number of 

Questions/Tasks 

67 

49 

1 

54 

Component 

Reading 

Writing and 
Language 

Essay 
(optional) 

Math 

Time Allotted 

(minutes) 

Number of 

Questions/Tasks 

65 52 

35 44 

50 1 

80 58 

Total 225 171 Total 180 

(230 with Essay) 

154 

(155 with Essay) 

Total Score 0 1 

Section Scores 2 2 

Test Scores N/A 3 plus Essay scores 

Cross-Test Scores N/A 2 

Subscores N/A 7 

Scores Reported by the Redesigned SAT 

The sat has been redesigned to provide more information by reporting 
more scores than ever before. The redesigned sat will report a total 
score, section (domain) scores, test scores, cross-test scores, and subscores. 
These “Insight Scores” reported from the redesigned sat are intended to 
provide additional information about student achievement and readiness 
that will convey a cohesive profile of student readiness. The provisional list 
of scores, subject to further research, is described below. 

TOTAL SCORE 

The redesigned sat will report a total score that will be the sum of two 
section scores: (1) Evidence-Based Reading and Writing and (2) Math. 
The sat total score will be reported on a scale ranging from 400 to 1600. 
The scores for the Essay will be reported separately and not be factored 
into the total score. 
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SECTION SCORES 

The redesigned sat will report two section (domain) scores: (1) Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing, which will be the sum of the Reading Test 
score and the Writing and Language Test score, and (2) Math, which will 
be the Math Test score. Each of the two section scores will be reported on 
a scale ranging from 200 to 800. The scores for the Essay will be reported 
separately and will not be factored into the section scores. 

TEST SCORES 

The redesigned sat will report three test scores, each on a scale ranging 
from 10 to 40: (1) Reading Test score; (2) Writing and Language Test score; 
(3) Math Test score. The fourth test, the Essay, will be reported separately. 
Current plans call for the Essay component to report three scores in three 
domains: Reading, Analysis, and Writing. 

The sat will be the anchor of a vertically aligned, longitudinal 
assessment system that is designed to monitor student growth across 
grades in each of these areas annually. 

CROSSTEST SCORES 

Pending the results of research, the redesigned sat will also report two 
cross-test scores: (1) Analysis in History/Social Studies and (2) Analysis 
in Science. Each of these scores will be reported on a scale ranging 
from 10 to 40. These scores are based on selected questions in the sat 
Reading, Writing and Language, and Math Tests and will reflect the 
application of reading, writing, language, and math skills in history/ 
social studies and science contexts. 

SUBSCORES 

The redesigned sat will report multiple subscores for Reading, Writing 
and Language, and Math. The Reading and Writing and Language Tests 
will contribute questions to two subscores: (1) Command of Evidence 
and (2) Relevant Words in Context. The Writing and Language Test will 
also report two additional subscores: (1) Expression of Ideas and (2) 
Standard English Conventions. 

The Math Test will report three subscores: (1) Heart of Algebra, 
(2) Problem Solving and Data Analysis, and (3) Passport to Advanced Math. 
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In total, pending the results of research, the redesigned sat will report 
seven subscores, each on a scale ranging from 1 to 15. 

The Redesigned SAT Insight Score Summary 

The table below summarizes the scores expected to be reported on the 
redesigned sat, pending the results of research. In total, we hope to report: 

» one total score; »  three test scores 
(plus additional Essay scores); » two section scores; 

» two cross-test scores; 
and seven subscores. 

REDESIGNED SAT: INSIGHT SCORES 

Total Score 

400–1600 

Sections 

(200–800) 

Test 

(10–40) 

Cross-Test 

(10–40) 

Subscores 

(1–15) 
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Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 

Reading Writing and 

Language 

Analysis in Science 

Analysis in History/Social Studies 

» Expression of Ideas 
» Standard English 

Conventions 

»
»

»» Relevant Words in Context 
» Command of Evidence 

Math 

Math  Essay 
» Reading 2–8* 
» Analysis 2–8* 
» Writing 2–8* 

Heart of Algebra 
Passport to 
Advanced 
Mathematics * Combined score of 
Problem Solving two raters, each 
and Data Analysis scoring on a 1–4 

scale 

Essay 
» Reading 2–8* 
» Analysis 2–8* 
» Writing 2–8* 

* Combined score of 
two raters, each 
scoring on a 1–4 
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TEST SPECIFICATIONS: SAT EVIDENCE-BASED READING 

AND WRITING AND SAT ESSAY 

A Transparent Blueprint 

In the preceding sections, we provided an overview of the redesign 
of the sat and the evidentiary basis for key elements of that redesign. 
In this section, we present detailed descriptions of the content, skills, 
format, and distinctive features of the redesigned sat’s Reading Test, 
Writing and Language Test, and Essay (with a similar discussion of 
the Math Test to follow in the next section). We present a detailed 
description of each test as well as annotated sample materials that help 
illustrate central aspects of the test. (The full passages and additional 
sample materials can be found in Appendix B.) 

SAT Reading Test 

OVERALL CLAIM FOR THE TEST 

The redesigned sat’s Reading Test is intended to collect evidence in 
support of a broad claim about student performance: 

Students can demonstrate college and career readiness  
proficiency in reading and comprehending a broad range  
of high-quality, appropriately challenging literary and  
informational texts in the content areas of U.S. and world  
literature, history/social studies, and science.  

TEST DESCRIPTION 

The basic aim of the redesigned sat’s Reading Test is to determine 
whether students can demonstrate college and career readiness proficiency 
in comprehending a broad range of high-quality, appropriately challenging 
literary and informational texts in the content areas of U.S. and world 
literature, history/social studies, and science. The test comprises a series 
of passages and associated multiple-choice questions; to answer the 
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questions, students must refer to what the passages say explicitly and 
use careful reasoning to draw supportable inferences from the passages. 
In some cases, topically related passages in history/social studies and 
in science are paired and accompanied by questions assessing whether 
students can draw important connections between the passages as well 
as comprehend each passage individually. In other cases, history/social 
studies and science passages are accompanied by one or more relevant 
graphical representations of data — tables, graphs, charts, and the like — 
and certain questions require students to interpret the graphic(s) and/or to 
synthesize information and ideas presented graphically with those in the 
associated passage. (Mathematical computation is, however, not required 
to answer these questions.) 

All passages are taken from high-quality, previously published sources; 
all graphics are either also taken from such sources or created for the 
test based on authentic, accurate data. Each prose passage is intended to 
represent some of the best writing and thinking in the field it represents. 
Literature selections come from classic and contemporary works by 
authors working in the United States and around the world. History/social 
studies selections include portions of U.S.-based founding documents and 
texts in the Great Global Conversation — engaging, often historically and 
culturally important works grappling with issues at the heart of civic and 
political life — and explorations of topics in the social sciences, including 
anthropology, communication studies, economics, education, human 
geography, law, linguistics, political science, psychology, and sociology 
(and their subfields). Science selections examine both foundational 
concepts and recent developments in the natural sciences, including Earth 
science, biology, chemistry, and physics (and their subfields). 

The questions associated with the passages assess whether students 
understand information and ideas in these readings; are able to analyze texts 
rhetorically; and can synthesize across topically related passages as well as 
a passage and its accompanying graphic(s). Questions address substantive 
information and ideas in passages and graphics, and they are meant to 
reflect the kinds of questions one would encounter in a lively, rigorous, 
evidence-based discussion of the texts. The order in which questions are 
presented is also as natural as possible, with general questions about central 
ideas, themes, point of view, overall text structure, and the like coming 
early in the sequence (so that students can first build and demonstrate 
an understanding of the passage as a whole), followed by more localized 
questions about details, words in context, evidence, and the like (after 
students have had an opportunity to consider the whole passage and how its 
parts interrelate). Answers are derived from what is stated or implied in the 
passages and graphics rather than from prior knowledge of the topics. 
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Passages are selected with both quantitative and qualitative measures of 
text complexity in mind and represent a range of difficulties consistent 
with effectively measuring students’ college and career readiness. 
Questions and their answer choices are rooted in the context of the 
passages (and any graphics) they accompany, and, in an effort to 
assess more directly students’ command of evidence, certain questions 
explicitly require students to determine the best textual support for the 
answer to another question. 

Numerous questions also address whether students are able to interpret 
the meaning of relevant words and phrases in context and/or analyze how 
word choice influences meaning, shapes mood and tone, reflects point of 
view, or lends precision or interest. In addition, certain questions require 
analysis and synthesis of information and ideas presented in multiple, 
related passages or in a passage and its associated graphic(s). Across 
the test, students are called on to analyze passages and graphics in ways 
consistent with how texts are read in the content areas they represent, 
so that questions about a science passage, for example, might focus on 
hypotheses, experimentation, and data, while questions about a literature 
passage might focus on theme, mood, and characterization (although, 
again, topic-specific prior knowledge is not assessed). 

The Reading Test is, in short, a rigorous, carefully constructed 
assessment of comprehension and reasoning skill with an unmistakable 
focus on close reading of appropriately challenging passages and 
graphics in a wide array of subject areas. 
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Test Summary 

The following tables provide a synopsis of key content dimensions of the 
sat Reading Test. 

SAT READING TEST CONTENT SPECIFICATIONS 

NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TEST 

Time Allotted 65 minutes 

Passage Word Count 3,250 words total from 4 single passages and 1 pair; 
500–750 words per passage or paired set 

Total Questions 52 questions 100% 

Multiple Choice (4 options) 100% 

Passage Based 100%  

Contribution of Items to Subscores and Scores (Percentages do not add up to 100%.)  

Words in Context 10 questions 19%  
(Across Reading and Writing and Language Tests) (2 questions per passage/pair)  

Command of Evidence 10 questions 19% 
(Across Reading and Writing and Language Tests) (2 questions per passage/pair) 

Analysis in History/Social Studies 21 questions 40% 
(Across Math, Reading, and Writing and Language Tests) (all history/social studies questions) 

Analysis in Science 21 questions 40% 
(Across Math, Reading, and Writing and Language Tests) (all science questions) 

Passage Contents 

U.S. and World Literature 1 passage; 10 questions 20% 

History/Social Studies 2 passages, or 1 passage and 1 pair; 40% 
10–11 questions each 

Science 2 passages, or 1 passage and 1 pair; 40% 
10–11 questions each 

Graphics 

1–2 graphics in 1 History/Social Studies and in 1 Science 
passage 

Text and Graphical Complexity 

Text Complexity A specified range from grades 9–10 to postsecondary entry 
across 4 passages and 1 pair 

Graphical Data Representations Somewhat challenging to challenging (moderate to moderately 
(tables, graphs, charts, etc.) high data density, few to several variables, moderately 

challenging to moderately complex interactions) 
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SAT READING DOMAIN 

Content Dimension Description 

Text Complexity The passages/pair on the SAT Reading Test represent a specified range of text complexities 
from grades 9–10 to postsecondary entry. 

Information and Ideas These questions focus on the informational content of text. 

Reading closely These questions focus on the explicit and implicit meaning of text and on extrapolating 
beyond the information and ideas in a text. 

Determining explicit The student will identify information and ideas explicitly stated in text. 
meanings 

Determining implicit The student will draw reasonable inferences and logical conclusions from text. 
meanings 

Using analogical The student will extrapolate in a reasonable way from the information and ideas in a text 
reasoning or apply information and ideas in a text to a new, analogous situation. 

Citing textual evidence The student will cite the textual evidence that best supports a given claim or point. 

Determining central ideas The student will identify explicitly stated central ideas or themes in text and determine 
and themes implicit central ideas or themes from text. 

Summarizing The student will identify a reasonable summary of a text or of key information 
and ideas in text. 

Understanding relationships  The student will identify explicitly stated relationships or determine implicit relationships 
between and among individuals, events, or ideas (e.g., cause-effect, comparison-contrast, 
sequence). 

Interpreting words and The student will determine the meaning of words and phrases in context. 
phrases in context 

Rhetoric  These questions focus on the rhetorical analysis of text. 

Analyzing word choice The student will determine how the selection of specific words and phrases or the use of 
patterns of words and phrases shapes meaning and tone in text. 

Analyzing text structure These questions focus on the overall structure of a text and on the relationship between a 
particular part of a text and the whole text. 

Analyzing overall text The student will describe the overall structure of a text. 
structure 

Analyzing part-whole The student will analyze the relationship between a particular part of a text (e.g., a 
relationships sentence) and the whole text. 

Analyzing point of view The student will determine the point of view or perspective from which a text is related or 
the influence this point of view or perspective has on content and style. 

Analyzing purpose The student will determine the main or most likely purpose of a text or of a particular part 
of a text (typically, one or more paragraphs). 

Analyzing arguments These questions focus on analyzing arguments for their content and structure. 

Analyzing claims and The student will identify claims and counterclaims explicitly stated in text or determine 
counterclaims implicit claims and counterclaims from text. 

Assessing reasoning The student will assess an author’s reasoning for soundness. 

Analyzing evidence The student will assess how an author uses or fails to use evidence to support 
a claim or counterclaim. 

Synthesis  These questions focus on synthesizing multiple sources of information. 

Analyzing multiple texts The student will synthesize information and ideas from paired texts.  
(Note: All of the skills listed above may be tested with either single or paired passages.)  

Analyzing quantitative The student will analyze information presented quantitatively in such forms as graphs, 
information tables, and charts and/or relate that information to information presented in text. 
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Key Features 

Four distinctive features of the sat Reading Test are described below: 

» Emphasis on words in context 

» Emphasis on command of evidence 

» Inclusion of informational graphics 

» Specified range of text complexity 

Each feature is illustrated with sample material. Note that in most cases 
only the most relevant portion or portions of the passages are presented 
here; actual Reading Test passages are significantly longer. (A fuller set 
of sample Reading materials can be found in Appendix B.) 

RELEVANT WORDS IN CONTEXT 

The sat Reading Test measures students’ understanding of the meaning 
and use of words and phrases in the context of extended prose passages. 
These words and phrases are neither highly obscure nor specific to any 
one domain. They are words and phrases whose specific meaning and 
rhetorical purpose are derived in large part through the context in which 
they are used. The following passage excerpt and sample question help 
illustrate this concept. (Note that the tested word has been highlighted for 
convenience but would not be highlighted in a normal testing situation, 
where a reference to one or more numbered lines of the passage would 
help guide students. See also the complete passage in Appendix B for the 
full context in which this skill is measured; additional sample questions 
associated with this passage can also be found in that appendix.) 
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SAT Writing and Language Test 

OVERALL CLAIM FOR THE TEST 

Like the other tests in the battery, the redesigned sat’s Writing and 
Language Test is intended to collect evidence in support of a broad claim 
about student performance: 

Students can demonstrate college and career readiness proficiency 
in revising and editing a range of texts in a variety of content areas, 
both academic and career related, for expression of ideas and for 
conformity to the conventions of standard written English grammar, 
usage, and punctuation. 

TEST DESCRIPTION 

The basic aim of the redesigned sat’s Writing and Language Test is to 
determine whether students can demonstrate college and career readiness 
proficiency in revising and editing a range of texts in a variety of content 
areas, both academic and career related, for development, organization, 
and effective language use and for conformity to the conventions 
of standard written English grammar, usage, and punctuation. The 
test comprises a series of high-quality multiparagraph passages and 
associated multiple-choice questions. Some passages and/ or questions 
are accompanied by one or more graphical representations of data — 
tables, charts, graphs, and the like — and certain questions require 
students to make revising and editing decisions about passages in light of 
information and ideas conveyed graphically. (Mathematical computation 
is, however, not required to answer these questions.) 

All passages are written specifically for the test so that errors (a collective 
term for various rhetorical or mechanical problems) can be introduced 
that students must recognize and correct. The most common question 
format requires students to choose the best of three alternatives to 
an indicated part of the passage (often an underlined portion) or to 
determine that the version presented in the passage is the best option; 
other formats, however, are also used. All graphics are either taken from 
high-quality, previously published sources or created for the test based on 
authentic, accurate data. In their base, “correct” form, passages are well-
written essayistic prose pieces on topics in careers, history/social studies, 
the humanities, and science, with the core writing modes of argument, 
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informative/explanatory text, and nonfiction narrative represented. 
Careers passages typically deal with trends, issues, and debates in major 
fields of work, such as information technology or health care. History/ 
social studies passages discuss historical topics or topics in the social 
sciences, including anthropology, communication studies, economics, 
education, human geography, law, linguistics, political science, psychology, 
and sociology (and their subfields). Humanities passages delve into 
subjects in the arts and letters. Science passages explore concepts, research, 
and discoveries in the natural sciences, including Earth science, biology, 
chemistry, and physics (and their subfields). 

The questions associated with the passages place students in the role of 
someone revising and editing the work of an unspecified writer. Students 
are, by turns, asked to improve the development, organization, and use 
of language in the passages and to ensure that the passages conform to 
conventions of standard written English grammar, usage, and punctuation. 
When passages and/or questions are accompanied by graphics, students 
are asked to draw connections between text and graphics — for example, 
to correct a passage’s inaccurate interpretation of data presented in a table. 
Answers to all questions are anchored in the context of the passages. 
Neither rote recall of language rules nor context-free applications of 
grammar, usage, and mechanics conventions are tested; moreover, low-
level recognition and labeling of errors is downplayed in favor of asking 
students to make authentic, context-based revising and editing decisions. 

In accord with best practices, the test requires students to answer 
questions based on extended-prose contexts rather than in isolation or 
in limited (e.g., single-sentence) contexts. Although some questions are 
answerable by referring to a single phrase, clause, or sentence, many 
others leverage the extended context the test’s format makes available 
and require students to have an understanding of multiple sentences, 
one or more paragraphs, or the passage as a whole. 

The range of rhetorical and conventions issues assessed on the sat Writing 
and Language Test has been carefully delineated by the test’s blueprint to 
ensure that the matters deemed most relevant to future postsecondary 
success are emphasized in test questions (see table below). Furthermore, 
the Writing and Language Test supports the redesigned sat’s focus on 
command of evidence and on relevant words in context by allocating 
numerous questions to assessing whether students can develop ideas 
effectively (e.g., by adding relevant supporting details or by maintaining or 
improving focus and cohesion) and use words carefully and with purpose 
(e.g., to improve precision or concision). 

59 



T H E R E D E S I G N E D SAT ® »  S E C T I O N I I I

The Writing and Language Test also exemplifies the redesigned 
sat’s emphasis on literacy across the curriculum by its inclusion of 
appropriately challenging passages in numerous content areas, including 
history/social studies and science. Moreover, the Writing and Language 
Test reinforces the commitment of the redesigned sat to assessing 
quantitative literacy by including graphics and graphics-based questions. 
Much like the sat Reading Test, the sat Writing and Language Test 
presents students with a rigorous, carefully designed assessment of key 
literacy competencies needed for college and careers. 
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Test Summary 

The following tables provide a synopsis of key content dimensions of the 
Writing and Language Test. 

SAT WRITING AND LANGUAGE TEST CONTENT SPECIFICATIONS 

NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TEST 

Time Allotted 35 minutes 

Passage Word Count 1700 words total from 4 passages; 400–450 words per passage 

Total Questions 44 questions 100% 

Multiple Choice (4 options) 100% 

Passage Based 100% 

Contribution of Items to Subscores and Scores (Percentages do not add up to 100%.) 

Expression of Ideas 24 questions 55% 

Standard English Conventions 20 questions 45% 

Words in Context 8 questions 18% 
(Across Reading and Writing and Language Tests) (2 questions per passage) 

Command of Evidence 8 questions 18% 
(Across Reading and Writing and Language Tests) (2 questions per passage) 

Analysis in History/Social Studies 6 questions (all Expression of Ideas 14% 
(Across Math, Reading, and Writing and Language Tests) questions in history/social studies) 

Analysis in Science 6 questions (all Expression of Ideas 14% 
(Across Math, Reading, and Writing and Language Tests) questions in science) 

Passage Contents 

Careers 1 passage; 11 questions 25% 

History/Social Studies 1 passage; 11 questions 25% 

Humanities 1 passage; 11 questions 25% 

Science 1 passage; 11 questions 25% 

Graphics 

1 or more graphics in 1 or more sets of questions 

Text Types 

Argument 1–2 passages 25%–50% 

Informative/Explanatory Text 1–2 passages 25%–50% 

Nonfiction Narrative 1 passage 25% 

Text and Graphical Complexity 

Text Complexity A specified range from grades 9–10 to postsecondary entry 
across 4 passages 

Graphical Data Representations Basic to somewhat challenging (low to moderate data density, 
(tables, charts, graphs, etc.) few variables, simple to moderately challenging interactions) 
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SAT WRITING AND LANGUAGE DOMAIN 

Content Dimension Description 

Text Complexity The passages on the SAT Writing and Language Test represent a specified range of text 
complexities from grades 9–10 to postsecondary entry. 

Expression of Ideas These questions focus on revision of text for topic development, accuracy (consistency 
between text and graphic[s]), logic, cohesion, and rhetorically effective use of language. 

Development These questions focus on revising text in relation to rhetorical purpose. (Prior knowledge 
of the topic is not assessed, though consistency of the material within a passage may be.) 

Proposition The student will add, revise, or retain central ideas, main claims, counterclaims, topic 
sentences, and the like to structure text and convey arguments, information, and ideas 
clearly and effectively. 

Support The student will add, revise, or retain information and ideas (e.g., details, facts, statistics) 
intended to support claims or points in text. 

Focus The student will add, revise, retain, or delete information and ideas in text for the sake of 
relevance to topic and purpose. 

Quantitative information The student will relate information presented quantitatively in such forms as graphs, 
charts, and tables to information presented in text. 

Organization These questions focus on revision of text to improve the logic and cohesion of text at the 
sentence, paragraph, and whole-text levels. 

Logical sequence The student will revise text as needed to ensure that information and ideas are presented 
in the most logical order. 

Introductions, The student will revise text as needed to improve the beginning or ending of a text or 
conclusions, and paragraph to ensure that transition words, phrases, or sentences are used effectively to 
transitions connect information and ideas. 

Effective language use These questions focus on revision of text to improve the use of language to accomplish 
particular rhetorical purposes. 

Precision The student will revise text as needed to improve the exactness or content 
appropriateness of word choice. 

Concision The student will revise text as needed to improve the economy of word choice (i.e., to 
eliminate wordiness and redundancy). 

Style and tone The student will revise text as necessary to ensure consistency of style and tone within a 
text or to improve the match of style and tone to purpose. 

Syntax The student will use various sentence structures to accomplish needed rhetorical 
purposes. 

Standard English Conventions These questions focus on editing text to ensure conformity to the conventions of 
standard written English sentence structure, usage, and punctuation. 

Sentence structure These questions focus on editing text to correct problems in sentence formation and 
inappropriate shifts in construction within and between sentences. 

Sentence formation These questions focus on editing text to correct problems with forming grammatically 
complete and standard sentences. 

Sentence boundaries The student will recognize and correct grammatically incomplete sentences (e.g., 
rhetorically inappropriate fragments and run-ons). 

Subordination and The student will recognize and correct problems in coordination and subordination in 
coordination sentences. 

Parallel structure The student will recognize and correct problems in parallel structure in sentences. 

Modifier placement The student will recognize and correct problems in modifier placement (e.g., misplaced or 
dangling modifiers). 
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SAT WRITING AND LANGUAGE DOMAIN 

Content Dimension Description 

Inappropriate shifts in These questions focus on editing text to correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense, voice, 
construction and mood and pronoun person and number. 

Verb tense, mood, The student will recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense, voice, and mood 
and voice within and between sentences. 

Pronoun person The student will recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun person and 
and number number within and between sentences. 

Conventions of Usage These questions focus on editing text to ensure conformity to the conventions of 
standard written English usage. 

Pronouns These questions focus on the proper use of pronouns. 

Pronoun clarity The student will recognize and correct pronouns with unclear or ambiguous antecedents. 

Possessive determiners The student will recognize and correct cases in which possessive determiners (its, your, 
their), contractions (it’s, you’re, they’re), and adverbs (there) are confused with each other. 

Agreement These questions focus on ensuring grammatical agreement. 

Pronoun-antecedent The student will recognize and correct lack of agreement between pronoun and 
agreement antecedent. 

Subject-verb The student will recognize and correct lack of agreement between subject and verb. 
agreement 

Noun agreement The student will recognize and correct lack of agreement between nouns. 

Frequently confused The student will recognize and correct instances in which a word or phrase is confused 
words with another (e.g., accept/except, allusion/illusion). 

Logical comparison The student will recognize and correct cases in which unlike terms are compared. 

Conventional expression The student will recognize and correct cases in which a given expression is inconsistent 
with standard written English. 

Conventions of Punctuation These questions focus on editing text to ensure conformity to the conventions of 
standard written English punctuation. 

End-of-sentence The student will recognize and correct inappropriate uses of ending punctuation in cases 
punctuation in which the context makes the intent clear. 

Within-sentence The student will correctly use and recognize and correct inappropriate uses of colons, 
punctuation semicolons, and dashes to indicate sharp breaks in thought within sentences. 

Possessive nouns The student will recognize and correct inappropriate uses of possessive nouns and 
and pronouns pronouns as well as differentiate between possessive and plural forms. 

Items in a series The student will correctly use and recognize and correct inappropriate uses of 
punctuation (commas and sometimes semicolons) to separate items in a series. 

Nonrestrictive and The student will correctly use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 
parenthetical elements nonrestrictive and parenthetical sentence elements as well as recognize and correct 

cases in which restrictive or essential sentence elements are inappropriately set off with 
punctuation. 

Unnecessary punctuation The student will recognize and correct cases in which unnecessary punctuation appears 
in a sentence. 
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Key Features 

Three distinctive features of the sat Writing and Language Test  
(shared with the sat Reading Test) are described below: 

» Emphasis on words in context 
» Emphasis on command of evidence 
» Inclusion of informational graphics 

Each feature is illustrated with sample material. Note that only the most 
relevant portions of the passages are presented here; actual Writing and 
Language Test passages are significantly longer and present passage and 
questions in side-by-side columns. (The full passages and additional 
sample materials can be found in Appendix B.) 

RELEVANT WORDS IN CONTEXT 

The sat Writing and Language Test measures students’ ability to apply 
knowledge of words, phrases, and language in general in the context of 
extended prose passages. The following passage excerpts and sample 
questions help illustrate this concept. (See also the complete passages 
in Appendix B for the full contexts in which these skills are measured; 
additional sample questions associated with these passages can also be 
found in that appendix.) 

[. . .] The transportation planner’s job might involve conducting a traffic 
count to determine the daily number of vehicles traveling on the road 
to the new factory. If analysis of the traffic count indicates that there is 
more traffic than the current road as it is designed at this time can 
efficiently accommodate, the transportation planner might recommend 
widening the road to add another lane. [. . .] 

3. A) NO CHANGE 
B) current design of the road right now 
C) road as it is now currently designed 
D) current design of the road 

This question asks students to determine the most economical way to 
express an idea clearly. Students must recognize that only one choice 
(choice D, “current design of the road”) expresses the idea clearly 
and concisely, whereas other choices introduce various redundancies 
(“current” and “at this time” in choice A, “current” and “right now” in 
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SAT Essay (Optional Component) 

OVERALL CLAIM FOR THE TEST 

As with the other tests in the battery, the redesigned sat’s Essay is 
intended to collect evidence in support of a broad claim about 
student performance: 

Students can demonstrate college and career readiness proficiency in 
producing a cogent and clear written analysis using evidence drawn from 
an appropriately challenging source text written for a broad audience. 

TEST DESCRIPTION 

The basic aim of the redesigned sat’s optional Essay is to determine 
whether students can demonstrate college and career readiness 
proficiency in reading, writing, and analysis by comprehending a high-
quality source text and producing a cogent and clear written analysis 
of that text supported by critical reasoning and evidence drawn from 
the source. While the source text will vary from administration to 
administration, the Essay prompt itself is highly consistent. Such 
transparent consistency allows students, in their preparation and during 
the actual test, to focus squarely on source analysis and use of evidence 
in the specific text they are to analyze. 

All passages are taken from high-quality, previously published sources. 
While the specific style and content of the passages inevitably vary to 
some extent given the College Board’s commitment to using authentic 
texts with this task, the passages take the general form of what might 
be called arguments written for a broad audience. That is, the passages 
examine ideas, debates, trends, and the like in the arts, the sciences, 
and civic, cultural, and political life that have wide interest, relevance, 
and accessibility to a general readership. Passages tend not to be simple 
pro/ con debates on issues but instead strive to convey nuanced views on 
complex subjects. They are notable, too, for their use of evidence, logical 
reasoning, and/or stylistic and persuasive elements. Text complexity of 
the passages is carefully monitored to ensure that the reading challenge is 
appropriate and comparable across administrations but not an insuperable 
barrier to students responding to the source text under timed conditions. 
Prior knowledge of the passages’ topics is not expected or required. 
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For the Essay, students are asked to explain how the author of the 
accompanying passage builds an argument to persuade an audience. 
Students are informed that they may analyze such aspects of the passage as 
the author’s use of evidence, reasoning, and stylistic and persuasive elements 
but that they may also or instead choose other features to analyze; students 
are further advised that, in all cases, they should center their discussion on 
those aspects that are most salient to the passage in question. Responses are 
not to focus on whether students agree or disagree with the claims made in 
the passage but rather on how the author builds an argument to persuade 
an audience. In broad terms, responses are evaluated for demonstrated 
comprehension of the source text, the quality of analysis of that source 
text, and the quality of the writing in the response. Students’ responses 
should demonstrate such dimensions as a careful understanding of the 
passage; effective, selective use of textual evidence to develop and support 
points; clear organization and expression of ideas; and a command of the 
conventions of standard written English. (A fuller list of criteria used to 
evaluate student responses is provided below.) 

In a break from the past and present of much standardized direct-
writing assessment, the Essay task is not designed to elicit students’ 
subjective opinions but rather to assess whether students are able to 
comprehend an appropriately challenging source text and to craft 
an effective written analysis of that text. Rather than merely asking 
students to emulate the form of evidence use by drawing on, say, their 
own experiences or imaginations, the Essay requires students to make 
purposeful, substantive use of textual evidence in a way that can be 
evaluated objectively. The Essay also connects reading and writing in a 
manner that both embodies and reinforces the interdependency of these 
ela/literacy skills. Considered together with the multiple-choice sat 
Reading and sat Writing and Language Tests, the Essay response gives 
rich, detailed insight into students’ reading and writing achievement and 
their readiness for college and careers. 

While the College Board remains steadfast in its commitment to 
the importance of analytic writing for all students, two factors have 
contributed to its decision to no longer make the Essay a required part of 
the sat. First, while the writing work that students do in the Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing area of the exam is strongly predictive of 
college and career readiness and success, one single essay historically 
has not contributed significantly to the overall predictive power of the 
exam. Second, feedback from hundreds of member admission officers 
was divided: some respondents found the essay useful, but many did not. 
Therefore, by making the Essay optional, colleges will have the flexibility 
to make their own decisions about requiring the Essay, and students 
applying to colleges that do not require the Essay will be saved the 
expense and time for test results that will not be considered. 
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Test Summary 

The following tables provide a synopsis of key content dimensions of 
the Essay. Note that these tables represent the current thinking of the 
College Board but may be refined as more Essay field tests are analyzed. 

SAT ESSAY CONTENT SPECIFICATIONS 

Total Items 

Time Allotted 50 minutes 

NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TEST 

Prompts 1 100% 

Passage Based (each passage 650–750 words) 1 100% 

Passage Content 

Arguments Written for a Broad Audience 1 100% 

Text Complexity 

High School Reading Level (grades 9–12) 1 100% 

Analytic Scoring (Provisional)* 

Reading 1–4 scale 

Analysis 1–4 scale 

Writing 1–4 scale 

* The College Board’s current thinking is represented here. Scores of 2 to 8, the combined scores of two raters 
each scoring on a scale of 1 to 4, will be reported. The final nature of the scoring is dependent on further 
research. 
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SAT ESSAY DOMAIN (PROVISIONAL) 

CONTENT DIMENSION  DESCRIPTION 

Reading  Comprehension of the source text 

Understanding of central ideas, important details, and their interrelationship 

Accuracy in representation of the source text (i.e., no errors of fact or interpretation 
introduced) 

Use of textual evidence (quotations, paraphrases, or both) to demonstrate 
understanding of the source text 

Analysis  Analysis of the source text and understanding of the analytical task 

Evaluation of the author’s use of evidence, reasoning, and/or stylistic and persuasive 
elements, and/or features chosen by the student 

Support for claims or points made in the response 

Focus on features of the text most relevant to addressing the task 

Writing  Use of a central claim 

Use of effective organization and progression of ideas 

Use of varied sentence structures 

Employment of precise word choice 

Maintenance of a consistent, appropriate style and tone 

Command of the conventions of standard written English 

Key Features 

Three distinctive features of the sat Essay are described below: 

» Use of a common prompt 
» Emphasis on analysis of argument 
» Use of clear, powerful evaluation criteria 

The first two features are illustrated with sample material. (An additional 
Essay sample is provided in Appendix B.) 

COMMON PROMPT 

In the Essay, students are asked to write a cogent and clear response 
based on the comprehension and analysis of a source text, supporting 
their claims and points about the text with evidence drawn from the 
passage. While the source text will be different for each form of the 
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TEST SPECIFICATIONS: SAT MATH TEST 

A Transparent Blueprint 

This section describes the content, format, and distinctive new features 
of the Math Test in the redesigned sat, as well as the skills it measures. 
This section also includes annotated sample questions that help illustrate 
central aspects of the test. 

OVERALL CLAIM FOR THE TEST 

The redesigned sat’s Math Test is intended to collect evidence in support 
of the following claim about student performance: 

TEST DESCRIPTION 

In keeping with the evidence about essential requirements for college 
and career readiness described in Section II, the redesigned sat will 
require a stronger command of fewer, more important topics. To succeed 
on the redesigned sat, students will need to exhibit mathematical 
practices, such as problem solving and using appropriate tools 
strategically. The sat will also provide opportunities for richer applied 
problems. 

The redesigned sat’s Math Test has four content areas: 

Heart of Algebra 

Problem Solving and Data Analysis 

Passport to Advanced Math 
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Additional Topics in Math 

Questions in each content area span the full range of difficulty and 
address relevant practices, fluency, and conceptual understanding. 

Test Summary 

The following table summarizes the key content dimensions of the 
redesigned sat’s Math Test. 

SAT MATH TEST CONTENT SPECIFICATIONS 

Time Allotted 

NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF TEST 

Total Items 

Contribution of Items to Subscores 

Heart of Algebra 

Problem Solving and Data Analysis 

Passport to Advanced Math 
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SAT MATH TEST CONTENT SPECIFICATIONS 

Additional Topics in Math* 

Contribution of Items to Cross-Test Scores 

The test covers all mathematical practices, with an emphasis on problem 
solving, modeling, using appropriate tools strategically, and looking for 
and making use of structure to do algebra. The practices emphasized 
in the redesigned sat are central to the demands of postsecondary 
work. Problem solving requires students to make sense of problems and 
persevere to solve them, a skill highly rated by postsecondary instructors 
(Conley et al., Reaching the Goal, 2011). Modeling stresses applications 
characteristic of the entire postsecondary curriculum. Students will 
be asked throughout high school, college, and careers to make choices 
about which tools to use in solving problems. Finally, structure is 
fundamental to algebra and to other more advanced mathematics. 

As indicated in the test specifications above, the Math Test has two 
portions. One is a 55-minute portion comprising 38 questions for which 
students are allowed to use calculators to solve the problems. The other 
is a 25-minute portion comprising 20 questions for which students are 
not allowed to use calculators to solve the problems. The blueprint for 
each of these portions is shown below. 
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CALCULATOR PORTION 

Number of Questions Total Questions % of Test 

Total Questions 38 40 100% 

Content Categories 38 40 100% 

Time Allocated 

NO-CALCULATOR PORTION 

Number of Questions Total Questions % of Test 

Total Questions 20 20 100% 

Content Categories 20 20 100% 

Time Allocated 
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